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Introduction 
 

In 2012 a small group of local people got together to discuss whether the case for a new railway station, to 

serve the adjacent villages of Magor with Undy in South Monmouthshire, could be developed. Both villages 

had a station on the main South Wales line at one time but both were closed under the ‘Beeching Plan’ in 

1964. Since that time the villages had grown significantly and there was increasing and substantial 

evidence to suggest that a station was again viable. 

In 2013 the Magor Action Group On Rail (MAGOR) was formally inaugurated with the aspiration of opening 

a station. The group had over 200 individual members, supported by many local businesses and had 

welcomed Lord Mike German as its Honorary President.  The project was backed by Monmouthshire 

County Council, our local MP, Jessica Morden and the Welsh Assembly Member, John Griffiths.  With a 

population of around 7000 in the ‘Magor with Undy’ community and it being largely within a 15 minute walk 

or cycle-ride of the preferred site, a new station had the unique selling point of being a community run 

'Walkway' (rather than a parkway) station, which would lie well with the Active travel (Wales) Act 2013.  

Through 2013 the group worked hard to raise its profile and to bring in enough money to start a 'fighting 

fund'. It ran prize draws, engaged with the local schools, sold its limited edition 'Maggy and George' fridge-

magnets, lobbied the rail industry and Welsh Government and had a number of articles in the local press. 

 All of this has been recorded and promoted via our website, http://magorstation.co.uk/ 

In 2014 - we documented a number of key objectives for the year, for example - 

We needed to be sure that we had influenced the rail industry and Welsh Government. 

Two particular successes in this area, as a result of lobbying were -  
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 Network Rail confirmed that the South Wales Main Line Electrification Project included the local 're-

lief lines' in its plans -  this was a critical dependency in our plans 

 The Welsh Government's City-Region Metro project recognised the potential of the 'relief lines' and 

identified, in its 'impact study', a light railway station at Magor as a long term aim 

In 2015 / 16 – we aim to consolidate our successes and further raise our case with Local and Welsh 

Governments (our full plan can be seen here - magor plan 2015/16). 

We therefore very much appreciate having the opportunity to comment on the draft Wales Route 
Study. 

 

 

General 

We believe that the approach being taken by Network Rail is sound, detailed, based on the real 
issues that matter and make some very welcome proposals. However we would suggest that there 
are also some significant and potentially serious short-comings.  We have had the opportunity to 
read the (draft) responses compiled by Railfuture Wales, STAG and Mr Phil Inskip and feel that 
they have fully developed these issues and so we fully endorse and support their views.  The 
following points are of particular concern to us: 

• The lack of focus on the rapidly growing urban and rural economies of South East 
Monmouthshire and the associated massively increasing demand in rail services in this 
area. 

• The lack of a future proposal to electrify the line between Severn Tunnel Junction and 
Gloucester/Swindon which leaves a significant lack of contingency in the event of a 
sustained ‘outage’ of the Severn Tunnel (post electrification of the London South Wales 
line). 

• The apparent deficiencies associated with predicting future service demand and the 
consequent severe lack of capacity at certain times – how can we break out of this? 

• The seemingly under-appreciation of the significant cross-boundary (Wales England) travel 
and the impact on such things as standards of service and connectivity. 

• The lack of a direct rail service between Chepstow and Bristol 

Our principal concern though, as you might expect, is the failure for capacity planning to deal with 
new points of access to the rail network, i.e. new stations. 

 

New Stations 

Whilst the Route Study recognises the large past and future predicted growth of passenger 
journeys,  the study only appears to address this by improving rail infrastructure (e.g. the relief line 
upgrades on South Wales Main Line) or existing station or service improvements to address 
capacity and connectivity.  We find little evidence for the mechanism for proposing new stations to 
take the load off existing ones and to tap into a latent market of passengers to increase revenue.  
Conversely we also see little evidence where infrastructure improvements are being proposed 
(again using the relief line upgrade as an example) any recognition or consideration of impact on 
new stations being proposed by communities and local authorities. 

The Route Study recognises that – “passenger market studies set out in detail how Conditional 
Outputs for connectivity have been developed in the long term planning process  . . . .considering 
the role rail can play in growing the national and regional economies and how they can deliver the 
following strategic goals: 
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• Enabling economic growth 

• Reducing carbon and transport sector’s impact on the environment 

• Improving the quality of life for communities and individuals 

• Improving affordability and value for money” 

Set those strategic goals against a 46% growth in passenger journeys over the last ten years and 
what appears to be another 12% predicted in the next 5 years, we ask why there appears to be 
no recognition or consideration of the need for new ‘access points’ to the rail network?  Stations 
need to be put where there are high pockets of population adjacent to railway lines and where 
there are significant, latent customer markets! 

Magor with Undy, as described in the introduction, is a case in point.  With 40% of its working 
population having to commute for work - the majority by car, the community is appealing for a 
station that can be walked or cycled to. This would then avoid the current car journeys to places of 
employment west of the villages, i.e. Newport, Cardiff and the valleys or car journeys to Severn 
Tunnel Junction, for those working in the Bristol or Gloucester areas. Our local survey has also 
identified another large sector of the population who would use the trains on a regular basis for 
shopping and leisure purposes if there was a local station. 

 

The detail in the following section exemplifies one way of helping to meet the strategic goals 

 

Magor and Undy Walkway Station Proposal 

 

MAGOR has been developing the unique idea of a new ‘Walkway Station’ as part of the ‘Swiss 
model’ community hub. The concept of a community owned, ‘Walkway Station’ is, we believe, the 
way forward for the development of new stations on the rail network. The aim is for the hub to 
consist of the ‘walkway station’ and a community centre that share the common infrastructure, 
thereby “improving the quality of life for communities and individuals”.   

The proposal would include ticket sales being performed through a franchise operated by the 
community.  This would allow income, through commission from ticket sales, to be ploughed back 
into the station/hub facility to help with future development - thus “improving affordability and 
value for money”.  Consequently the development would not simply be a concrete building that is 
just served by a few trains for a few hours each day but instead be an efficient use of infrastructure 
and land, benefiting the community as a whole and something to have pride in.  For too long in the 
UK, there has not been enough ‘joined up’ planning that ensures maximum and multiple 
opportunities of use from the assets and resources available. The Magor & Undy Walkway Station 
has massive and growing support from the community and national and local politicians of all 
political persuasions.  However, since the demise of SEWTA, MAGOR has found it difficult to get it 
into the mechanism of the rail planning process.  

 

The proposed Magor & Undy Walkway Station would be adjacent to the B4245.  This road carries 
between 11,000 – 12,000 vehicles per day (source- Monmouthshire County Council).  The footfall 
at Severn Tunnel Junction is around 100,000 passengers per annum equating to 200,000 
outbound and inbound journeys at Severn Tunnel Junction.   Around 30,000 of these passengers, 
equating to 60,000 journeys, emanate from the villages of Magor with Undy (source- STAG footfall 
surveys).  As the only access and egress to and from Magor with Undy to Severn Tunnel Junction, 
is by the B4245, the development of Magor & Undy Walkway Station has the potential to eliminate 
50-60000 vehicle movements (equivalent to 5 days of volume) on the B4245 per annum between 
the villages and Severn Tunnel Junction.  Another benefit would be, as approximately sixty daily 
bus services in each direction, pass by the Magor with Undy site there is the potential to integrate 
with the train service.  Clearly this strongly contributes to “reducing carbon and the transport 
sector’s impact on the environment”.  



In addition to carbon reduction, the station would also make a contribution to improving road safety 
– again contributing to “the quality of life”. The carbon reduction and the road safety are the main 
reasons why the schools have given their total support. 

 

The resultant reduction in the need for car parking at Severn Tunnel Junction, by approximately 
50-60 vehicles per day from Magor with Undy, would also help to ease the acute parking situation 
which is already at saturation point. There is clearly an argument that says the development of 
Magor & Undy Walkway Station, would result in the abstraction of both passengers and revenue 
from Severn Tunnel Junction.  Whilst we have to concede this is the case, evidence suggests that 
new business could be attracted to rail from road with westbound travellers into Wales – potentially 
counteracting any loss.  Similarly, people and businesses could further look at Magor with Undy as 
an area ideal for commerce and employment.   All of this strongly supports the goal of “enabling 
economic growth”.  Incidentally, a cost benefit ratio analysis conducted by Dr. Simon Blainey 
(Southampton University) into potential new stations in Wales, found that a station to serve Magor 
with Undy would be fourth best case in terms of cost benefit.   

 

In conclusion.  

 

The development of Magor & Undy Walkway Station would provide the following benefits: 

 A unique community asset for future generations 

  A joined up solution providing integrated transport for the community 

 Reduction in carbon emissions 

 Contributing to road safety. 

 Provides a solution to the acute car parking at Severn Tunnel Junction by freeing up car 
parking space.  

o This could potentially attract new long distance customers from outlying areas 
and stop intercity services at Severn Tunnel Junction. This presents the 
opportunity to make Severn Tunnel Junction the east Monmouthshire parkway 
station.  

 Attracts business, industry and tourism to the area. 

 Puts Magor with Undy on the UK rail map. 

 

From MAGOR, thank you for allowing us this opportunity to comment on the Network Rail Wales 
Route Draft Study.  MAGOR hopes that you take on board the general point of ‘new access points’ 
in the climate of large scale passenger growth and specifically recognise the uniqueness and case 
of Magor & Undy Walkway as a potential new station and as a model for the future.   

  

  


